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‘Rataplan’ First Prize Winner 
In Annual Stunts Competition; 
Seniors, Freshies Also Triumph 


For First Time In Seven Years 

Seniors Win Stunts 9 Prize 

The culmination of many weeks of 
laborious toil was reached on the 
nights of March 21 and 22, when the 
eight divisions of G. H. S. competed 
in the annual stunts contest. Miss 
Marion Jewell, principal of Julia 
Richman, Miss Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, 
principal of Bay Ridge, and Miss 
Mabel Holman, head of the English 
Department of Franklin K. Lane, 
judged this important event and 
chose the following as victors in the 
contest: Division 6, first prize, Divi¬ 
sion 8, second prize, and last but not 
least, our little freshmen came up 
with third prize. 

“Rataplan”, with its authors, 
Gloria Hebbe, Gloria Title, and Carol 
Johnson, and its directors, Gloria 
Title and Margaret Campbell, brought 
honor to the sixth division. This 
Stunt was based on an old French 
Ballad in which Sherlock Holmes 
solved the mystery of “Who done 
it?”; and in which his amiable assis¬ 
tant was once again told that it was 
“Elementary, my dear Watson, Ele¬ 
mentary.” 

The costumes and scenery of the 
winning Stunt were the work of 
Miriam Katz and Elizabeth Cen- 
drone. 

The singers were Ruth Fillmore 
and Doris Deutsch, who were accom¬ 
panied by the drummer, Geraldine 
(Continued on Page 3) 

Colorful Program 
To Be Presented On 


Girls “In Training” 
For Latin Contest 


Qui, quae, quod. It may sound 
like Greek to you, but it's Latin. 
That is only a sample of what the 
contestants in the Latin Vocabulary 
Contest will have to decipher. This 
year Girls’ High School is to be 
hostess to a special group of Latin 
students of the second and fourth 
terms, chosen from all the schools in 
Brooklyn. Three contestants may be 
entered from each year of Latin; 
thus six students from each school 
are to participate. The competition 
will take place on April 30, at 3:00 
p.m. The test will consist of two 
parts. The first, an oral quiz, will 
require only the meaning of the 
words. Those who survive will com¬ 
pete in a written test on forms. Win¬ 
ners of first, second, and third place 
in the Brooklyn contest will meet in 
an Interborough Contest on May 15 
at Washington Irving. 

Girls In Training 

Mrs. Springer, of the Latm De¬ 
partment, has charge of th* train¬ 
ing and final selection of our en¬ 
trants. There are thirteen girls “in 
training”, seven of whom are taking 
first-year Latin. Three students will 
be chosen from among the follow¬ 
ing: Carmela DiAngelus, 6-2, Evelyn 
Grossman, 6-7, Barbara Herb, 4-7, 
Rose Manson, 2-1, Theresa Mazinello, 
6-2, Lila Nisselson, 4-8, and Dorothy 
Woolf, 6-3. The trainees of the sec¬ 
ond year are: Ida Calabra, 8-1, Rita 
DiMartini, 6-2, Gloria Hebbe, 6-2, 
Jacqueline Messite, 8-5, Shirley Stan¬ 
dard, 4-1, and Blanche Wojtecka, 4-1. 


Washington Notice 

If one is to judge by the calen¬ 
dar, Easter and Spring are just 
around the corner; and in Girls’ 
High, that augurs the annual 
jaunt to Washington. 

Mrs. Oliphant, who is in charge, 
can be found five minutes before 
the first period in Room 226, 
Monday, the sixth, at second hall 
desk, Wednesday, the sixth, at first 
hall desk and every eighth period 
in Room 123, to receive reserva¬ 
tions. As to clothes, you are ad¬ 
vised to take only informal 
traveling clothes and especially, a 
pair of comfortable shoes. Bring 
just enough money for tips. For 
final arrangements, meet Mrs. Oli¬ 
phant in Room 414, the eighth 
period, on Wednesday, April 8th. 
For further information, see the 
itinerary in the circular. How¬ 
ever, all payments must be in by 
Wednesday, April 7th. 

New Plan Adopted 
To Detect ‘Cutters’ 

Our school is made up mostly of 
law-abiding citizens who come to all 
classes and are absent only when 
really ill, but there is a small per¬ 
centage who disrupt the school’s 
i tranquillity by breaking its laws. 

With this new plan, attendance will 
be taken during official period, and 
the usual list of absentees will be 
sent to the office. All of these names 
will be mimeographed on a large 
sheet and distributed to every teach¬ 
er. Thus, at a glance, a teacher will 
be able to see whether girls missing 
from classes are really absent or 
just cutting classes. As one teacher 
puts it: “If you’re absent you’re 
safe, but if it’s just absent-minded¬ 
ness, beware.” 


Pan-American Day 


In a few days, on April 4, to be 
exact, a neighborly good-will spirit 
will prevail throughout Girls’ High 
School. Gay, friendly, alluring 
South America will be featured in 
all its warmth and color, as Pan- 
American Day celebrations will get 
under way throughout the United 
States. 

Girls’ High’s gesture of good-will 
to our southern neighbors will be 
a Pan-American assembly program, 
scheduled for Friday, April 4th. The 
program, under the auspices of the 
Pan-American Club, will be intro¬ 
duced by Mr. Gallinger. He will ex¬ 
plain to the girls the meaning of 
Pan-Americanism, and the impor¬ 
tance and desirability of the United 
States’ improving her relations with 
South America. 

The Pan-American Club will pre¬ 
sent a travelogue, while Latin-Ameri- 
can melodies and the rhythm of the 
clicking castenets and marimbas re¬ 
sound through the auditorium. 

The cultural and economic aspects 
of these countries will be shown in 
a film which will be the Economics 
Department’s contribution to the Pan- 
American Day program. 

Also planned for the girls’ enjoy¬ 
ment, by the Physical Training De¬ 
partment, will be a number of rhum¬ 
bas, and other Mexican and Spanish 
dances. 


Journalism Class Reporter Interviews 

Exiled President of Little Lithuania 


Antonas Smetona, Residing in Brooklyn, Plans To Write Book 
On Lithuania’s Twenty Years of Independence 


By ALDONA VALAITIS 

“Lithuania shall once more be 
free!” declared Antonas Smetona 
when interviewed recently by your 
correspondent. The President-in-exile 
of Lithuania was forced to flee for 
his life when his little Baltic nation 
was invaded by Communist Russia. 

The sixty-four-year-old president 
and his charming wife arrived on 
March 10 from Brazil on the Moore- 
McCormack ship Argentina. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smetona are now guests at the 
home of old friends, Dr. and Mrs. 
J. Waluk of Brooklyn, but they will 
soon leave for Washington, D. C. 
There Mr. Smetona will write a 
book on Lithuania’s twenty years of 
independence. 

The gray-bearded president, after 
greeting your blushing reporter with 
a kiss on both cheeks, proceeded to 
chat most informally with me about 
school life and about amusing ex¬ 
periences. I was impressed partic¬ 
ularly with his frank, open manner. 

In his lifetime, Mr. Smetona has 
been a lawyer, newspaper man, pro- 



Antonas Smetona 


fessor of literature, and he was 
elected first president of Lithuania 
on February 18, 1918. 

Mr. Smetona firmly believes that 
with America’s aid, democracy and 
justice for oppressed nations will 
win. 


G.H.S. Publications Represented 
At Columbia Press Convention; 
Fourteen Delegates Participate 

6 Blue and Goldf *Test Tube 9 Win Second Place$ 6 Record 9 
— Third; Editors Lead Round Table Discussions 

From Southern Alabama, from the great Middle West, from twenty-four 
states of the Union they came—and even from Girls’ High—2,873 strong, 
to the Seventeenth Annual Convention of the Columbia Scholastic Press Asso¬ 
ciation, held at Columbia University, New York, on March 13, 14, and 15. 
Editors and reporters on the staffs of school publications all over the country 
gathered, to confer with each other and with professional journalists, in order 
to learn the technique of publishing a school paper and school magazine, and 
to receive constructive criticism for the improvement of their publications. 


M. Seldin Head Girl 
Of Senior Division 

Who says that in order to get 
good marks it is necessary to be a 
grind? Many girls have this mis¬ 
taken conception, but this is definite¬ 
ly disproved by Marion Seldin, of Di¬ 
vision 8-2, whose average of 91.98% 
for seven terms in Girls’ High School 
is the highest in the present senior 
class. 

Very Active Student 

Naturally, Marion does study, but 
she also manages to find time for 
extra-curricular activities. Her great 
popularity among the girls has 
earned her the position of Vice- 
President of Senior Arista, Secre¬ 
tary and President of the Felter 
Literary Society, and Secretary of 
the Social Service Club. Her other 
services include Junior Arista, Dra¬ 
matics Society, Guidance Office work, 
and the Program Committee. She 
was one of the writers of her di¬ 
vision’s Stunt a year ago, and this 
term she was both a writer and an 
actress in the eighth division Stunt. 
Of course, you must have seen this 
winsome young miss’s picture next 
to her column, The Inquiring .Re¬ 
porter, in the Record. She also en¬ 
joys reading, skating, and basketball 
playing, and is deeply interested in 
dramatics. 

-o- 

Shopkeepers Set Up 
Store For Practice 

The Retail Store Service Class, 
part of the Clerical Practice Course, 
opened a model store on Monday, 
March 24, outside of the auditorium. 
They had only past Regents books in 
stock, but they plan to sell school 
supplies and novelties later on. Girls 
may make purchases, during the fifth, 
sixth, and seventh periods, from stu¬ 
dent clerks. The girls will work for 
the experience, and the profits will 
be used for the school’s benefit. 


Dear Fellow Students: 

The Stunts are over. Division 
8 has 100% Loyal League mem¬ 
bership, but our drive for Loyal 
League membership is still going 
on. A reward will be given to 
the division having the greatest 
amount of members by our dead¬ 
line date—May tenth. 

I hope that those of you who 
have paid five or ten cents will 
continue paying your dues and 
those of you who have neglected 
to pay them entirely will join 
now. Marie Bailey 


^Eight-year old Donnie Lue Jacobs 
from Duran, North Carolina, and a 
nine-year old boy from Maplewood, 
New Jersey, were the youngest mem¬ 
bers of the convention, while the 
most distant states represented were 
Ohio, Illinois, and Alabama. Girls’ 
High School’s three publications, 
Blue and Gold , Test Tube , and Record 
were represented by Mildred Car¬ 
penter, Veronica Caulfield, Selma 
Cohen, Jeanne Frazzo, Mollie Gam- 
bardella, Mary Jane Glading, Roslyn 
Green, Margaret Greene, Edna Kap- 
tensky, Bernice Morrison, Dorothy 
Pikula, Beatrice Shapey, Rae Sole, 
and Cecile Warfman. 

Some of the prominent speakers 
who addressed the Convention at va¬ 
rious meetings during the three days 
were Joseph Murphy, the Director 
of the Columbia Scholastic Press As¬ 
sociation, Alexander Uhl, Foreign 
News Editor of PM, members of the 
editorial boards of the New York 
Times and Herald Tribune , and many 
other experts in various fields con¬ 
nected with journalism. 

Starting Thursday afternoon, and 
continuing all day Friday, special 
panel conferences were held in the 
rooms of Columbia University in 
which were discussed such questions 
as Makeup and Typography , Gossip 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Alumnae of G.H.S. 
Win Scholarships 

Several alumnae of our school have 
won recognition in various arts. The 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, at the Ashland Place Y. W. 
C. A., sponsored a series of Talent 
Hours, presenting the outstanding 
talent in the group along with pro¬ 
fessional people in various fields as 
guest artists. The winner of each 
group received a scholarship in her 
particular field. Three of the four 
honors went to Girls’ High gradu¬ 
ates. The alumnae that received the 
scholarships are: Drama—Sybil Gow- 
dy—class of January ’38; Instrumen¬ 
tal—Jeanne Robinson—class of June 
’39; Arts and Crafts—Margaret E. 
Barnes—class of January ’38. 

\ -o- 
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Congratulations , Seniors . . . 

Following in the footsteps of the January, 1941 
Senior Class, the Class of June '41, under the able 
supervision of Marie Bailey, President of the 
Loyal League, has achieved a goal which ought to 
be emulated by the other divisions in the school— 
that is, 100% membership in the Loyal League of 
Girls’ High School! Which will be the next di¬ 
vision to receive the 100%? The division which 
comes nearest to 100% membership, excluding Di¬ 
vision 8, will have a good chance to win the award 
to be presented at the end ofi this term. Hurry and 
pay your Loyal League dues! Let your division be 
next with perfect membership in the school’s Loyal 
League! 


On April Fools 9 Day 

Of all the days of the year, April first, alone, is 
set apart and dedicated to practical joking and 
foolery. 

The younger set specializes in practicing innocent 
impostures upon unsuspecting friends and passers- 

by. 

In France, April fools are called ‘poissons d’ 
avril,’ and the day is celebrated enthusiastically by 
all; indeed a certain legend has it that two peoples’ 
lives were saved because of April Fools’ Day. The 
story goes thus: Francis, Duke of Lorraine, and 
his wife were imprisoned. On April first, they 
both dressed as poor peasants and walked out of 
the prison. Someone, recognizing them, cried to the 
guards and told them who they were. The guards 
shouted back, “April Fool!” 

When the governor heard the tale as a jest, he 
became suspicious and investigated. But by this 
time, the duke and his wife were too far away, and 
thus it was that April Fools’ Day saved two lives. 

In Scotland, the Scotch employ the word, “gowk” 
(cuckoo) to express a fool in general, but especially 
an April fool. It is quite common to hear Scotch¬ 
men say on April Fools’ Day, “I’m going to hunt 
‘gowks.’ ” 

In England, giggling servant-maids amuse them¬ 
selves by sending the house errand boy to the local 
bookshop to buy “The History of Eve’s Grand¬ 
mother”, or to the chemist’s for a pennyworth of 
pigeon milk. The poor boy! 

English literature, from the Spectator days down 
to the present time, has many allusions to April 
Fools’ Day. No references to it are present in our 
earlier literature, and antiquaries are unable to' 
trace the origin of the custom or to discover how 
long it has existed. 

Cedle Wcurfman 


RECOMMENDED 

By JEANNE SLUTSKY 


CINEMA CLIPPINGS 

“PEPE-LE-MOKO” 

World Theatre 
Stars 

Pepe-Le-Moko . Jecun Gabin 

Gaby . Mir exile Balin 

Ccurlos . Gabriel Gabrio 

Slimane . Lucas Gridoux 

Ines . Line Noro 

Supporting Cast 
Gilbert Gil 
Tcunia 
Charpin 

With 1939 came “Harvest”; 1940 
saw “The Baker’s Wife”, and now, 
in 1941, France once again gives us 
a distinguished film. It is the orig¬ 
inal story of the Hollywood film, 
“Algiers”, starring Hedy Lamarr and 
Charles Boyer. 

Although the two pictures tell the 
same story in pretty much the same 
way, the original, currently housed 
at the World Theatre, gives a more 
realistic account of the exile of a 
Parisian thief to the Casbak, or na¬ 
tive quarter of Algiers, omitting the 
romance of the Hollywood-made imi¬ 
tation. 

Jean Gabin, who, it is said, gives 
the greatest performance of his ca¬ 
reer in this new film, is well known 
to American theatre-goers for his 
brilliant performance in “Daybreak,” 
-o- 

Dr. Rowena K. Keyes 
Recalls “Dear Old 
Golden Rule Days 99 


By MOLLIE A. GAMBARDELLA 


“Grand Illusion,” and “The Human 
Beast.” As the irresistible Pepe-Le- 
Moko, Monsieur Gabin remains be¬ 
fore our eyes long after we have 
left the theatre. Co-starring with 
him is a native French Algerian 
beauty who answers to the name of 
Mireille Balin. In the role that made 
Hedy Lamarr one of Hollywood’s 
most talked-about stars, Mireille Ba¬ 
lin is astonishing for her breathless 
exotic beauty. 

All in all, we can guarantee two 
full hours of fascinating entertain¬ 
ment at the World Theatre any day 
that you may find some time to 
spare. 

-o- 

BETWEEN BOOK-ENDS 


“WHEN THE WHIPPOORWILL—” 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, author 
of the Pulitzer Prize novel, “The 
Yearling,” has written numerous 
short stories about the people among 
whom she has lived for more than 
a decade. These stories, some almost 
novels in length, have been collect¬ 
ed in a volume, entitled, “When the 
Whippoorwill—”. Giving an intimate 
picture of inland Florida, this warm¬ 
ly human book will stir the heart 
and be long remembered. 

Mrs. Rawlings’ shorter works of 
fiction, including the prize-winning 
short novel, “Jacob’s Ladder,” are 
vivid with warm tenderness, folk-wis¬ 
dom, and a new kind of humor. 
These glowing stories of real Amer¬ 
ican people—their gaiety and laugh¬ 
ter, their dreams and their problems 
—make up one of this year’s most 
significant books. 



Rowena Keyes at Sixteen Rowena Keyes in her graduation dress 

(With this article begins a series of stories about Girls' High gradu¬ 
ates who returned to serve the school they love. The most outstanding 
example in our school is our own principal, Dr. Rowena Keith Keyes, who 
was a student in this school, returned to teach English and then, to climax 
her career, came back to guide Girls' High's destiny as principal. As Dr. 
Keyes herself put it, it was {t The Return of the Native .” Our principal is 
a product of the “Rule Days" and discipline of the late 1890’s.) 

Thinking back to the “good old The Algebra teacher caught her 
days”, Dr. Keyes recalled, with a talking and said, “Miss Keyes, if I 
twinkle in her eyes, the day she have to speak to you again, I shall 
stood in the outer office of the com- send you to the office!” 
paratively new building at Nostrand Poor Rowena! Her first day in 

Avenue and Halsey Street. She was school, and she was threatened with 
quite anxious because she had been being sent to the office. For any in- 
ill and was two weeks late in enter- fraction of the school’s rules one 
ing. As she waited, two assistant- would be sure to receive a report, 
principals gave their greetings to her Three infractions acted somewhat 
mother and proceeded to show Ro- like an invitation to one’s parents 
wena Keyes to her particular class, to talk the situation over with the 
In those days pupils entering high principal. 

school had to be worthy of the ho a- Things were quite different in 
or. Examinations had to be passed those days. Talking out of turn 
for graduation from elementary was unheard of—one was not even 
school, and only the best qualified allowed to talk during the few min- 
were admitted to high school. Ro- utes when teachers were changing 
wena Keyes, indeed, was put into a rooms! It was also a serious offense 
special class because of the high rat- to turn one’s head while the girls 
ing which she brought from ele- were lined up in a march forma¬ 
mentary school. tion for dismissals and for assem- 

However, Rowena Keyes’ record for blies. An even greater offense was 
her first day was hardly exemplary, the unlady-like act of running either 
How could she resist the tempta- up or down stairs, and almost as 
tion to whisper to her neighbor whom dangerous was it to block halls at 
she had not seen since June? ( Continued on Page 3) 



By ERWINA CARR 


We’ve been neglecting the faculty terribly, so far, but now 
we’re making up for it. Today, we’ve got news from every 
angle; from the student body and the faculty. On with the 
show! 

Studes’ Views 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a 
little orange. This little girl didn’t know what to do with 
her citrus fruit, so she played baseball in the lunchroom. 
If you don’t believe us, ask Mary Triail. She almost had 
a black eye. Catch? 

Flash . . . G. H. S. Faculty Members to Become Radio 
Stars for Night . . . Honest! Someone sent in the names 
of eight teachers, for appearance on the "Battle of the 
Sexes ” quiz program! The names sent in are Messrs. 
Greenstein , Graser, MacDonald, Cohen, and Misses Lind- 
bom, Pils, Mrs. Kelly, and Mrs. Johnson. Don't say we 
never told you. 

Fan-dancers in Girls’ High! No, they weren’t dancing. 
They were only drying feathers for the Dramatics Society. 
However, they did it with more flourishes than were needed. 

We heard an awful lot about the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Conference, at which one of our Senior Celebrities acted up. 
According to everyone, this student found a cute reporter, 
and Oh ... I She said she wished she had a cigarette, so 
she could send him a smoke signal. 

At first, members of Division 6 nursed the idea of a 
Stunt in which I could play next to the leading part—that 
of the back legs of a dead horse. However, it’s all different 
now. Maybe they were going to give me the leading part 
—the front legs—and knew I couldn’t act anyway. 

It has taken us two whole months to find out that a 
couple of sixth termers tried to sell a wall to lean on to 
the poor unsuspecting Freshies. We knew we should have 
gone into business! 

Faculty Frolics 

Five history teachers are said to have gone to the 42nd 
Street Library to answer the question, “Is the United 
States a dominion?” Because the results are rather ob¬ 
scure, it is now rumored that they will write to the Prime 
Minister of Canada, to find the answer to the brain-teaser, 
which, it is thought, was instigated by a little, innocent 
stude! 

Mr. Schumer never came to class, one day, so a girl had to 
find a teacher, for the first time in hist’ry! It is said that he 
used the age-old excuse, that of having thought he had a 
free period. Is there a Dr. (Carney) in the house? 

Another teacher in our midst, it is rumored, has been 
absent because she got mixed up in her brother’s measles 
quarantine! 

A French teacher was actually warned concerning the 
tie he is to wear! He insisted on bedecking his neck with 
a swastika-decorated cravat, and thus the warning came. 
“The swastika was used by the Indians, first, anyway,” 
was his defense. 

From a poll taken in his class, Mr. Haas learned that 
some the girls prefer Uncle Don's “Mary Smith is seven 
year old today, and she'll find a package under the floor 
boards ,” to Morgan's “ Weather Report—snow flakes. They 
taste delicious with bananas and cream." Mirabile dictu! 
(That wasn't “cussin'.") 

Finis 

Like Tonto, we’re off again. If we were on horses, we’d be 
off in no time. (Off the wrong way.) 

P. S.—To Mary Smith, whoever and wherever she may be; 
Don’t forget to pull up the floorboards. If you find any dirt, 
bring it here. We can use it. (End of quote.) 

Letters To The Editor 

Dear Editor: 

As one of the girls who attended the recent Columbia 
Scholastic Press Convention, I wish to voice my sincere 
appreciation to our principal, Dr. Keyes, for granting me 
the privilege of attending such an interesting and instruc¬ 
tive affair. The knowledge I acquired there from those 
several days will serve me for many a year. The inspira¬ 
tion I received from the various renowned journalists and 
intellectuals will prove, I’m sure, everlasting. 

Again, I wish to express my genuine gratitude to Dr. 
Keyes. 

Cecile Warfman, Div. 5-3 

Dear Editor: 

I am taking this opportunity of using the Girls High 
Record as a means of complaining to the students. 

I want to complain about the girls’ behavior on March 7, 
1941, when Mr. Hutchins was our guest speaker in the 
assembly. The girls deliberately laughed when Mr. Hutch¬ 
ins, after having talked for more than fifteen minutes, lost 
his voice and had to stop to regain it. 

I hope that in the future the girls will be better able 
to control themselves and make our guests eager to come 

back - Delia Diaz, 4-3 114P 
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Stunts snaps from top to bottom: Top Row, Division 7—“Home Sweet Home.” Middle Row, Division 1 (An¬ 
nex)-“Manhattan Serenade,” Third Prize Winner; Division 6 - “Rataplan,” First Prize Winner; Division 3 - 

“School Days.” Bottom Row, Division 5—“I’ve Been Working on the Railroad,” and Division 8—“The Return of 
the Native,” Second Prize Winner. 


HIGH SCHOOL HI-LIGHTS 

By BEATRICE SHAPEY 


Pleasant Dreams 


Helpful Hawaiians 


The Crane Tech Chronicle of Chi¬ 
cago, Illinois, publishes helpful ad¬ 
vice in the form of an intelligent 
analysis of the art of classroom 
sleeping, made by their authority on 
somnambulistic soliloquy. It seems 
that they've discovered it isn't as 
hard to doze off when lulled by the 
dull monotone of a teacher, as it is 
to do this unobserved. Most of Crane 
Tech's sympathy, however, lies with 
the snorer type of classroom sleeper, 
who, poor chap, gives himself away 
as soon as he hits the hay. (We 
don't need any help in the art of 
classroom sleeping; through practice 
we've developed our own). 

Prom Committee, Please Note 

At the first meeting of the Prom 
Committee of the Seward Park High 
School, a “Put-Up or Shut-Up” cam¬ 
paign was organized to get deposits 
on Prom tickets. 

It Brings Back Memories 

One of the Science teachers at 
Girls’ Commercial High School has 
had some trouble with experiments 
lately. He started out to prove that 
wood was lighter than water. But 
alas, when he put a piece of wood 
into some water, instead of floating, 
it sank. However, it wasn’t his fault, 
because unknown to this pedagogue, 
the wood had been intended for an¬ 
other experiment, and had a weight 
inside. 

Double Trouble 

Girls' High School of Atlanta , 
Georgia, certainly has double trou¬ 
ble, what with five sets of twins 
mystifying teachers and students. In 
addition, these confusing twosomes 
have revealed prankish traits, and 
often indulge in changing seats in 
class, answering for each other, go¬ 
ing out with each other’s dates, etc. 

(Imagine having a double who knew 
all the answers! What fun!) 


The boys in the F. F. A. of the 
Washington Intermediate School, Hon¬ 
olulu, T. H., indulge in a variety of 
activities. For instance, they have 
built fences around teachers’ cottages, 
laid a 150-foot water sprinkling pipe 
system around the school campus, in 
addition to building chicken coops and 
rabbit hutches, and raising chickens 
which are being sold at twenty cents 
each. (Jacks of all trades?) 

G. H. S. Club Notes 

The Health Education Department 
is urging girls to join the Basketball 
Club. As yet, they have had only a 
few meetings, and their plans have 
not been put into effect. Here is a 
perfect opportunity for those who 
wish to excel in this sport. This 
term’s officers are Pearl Gooding, 
President; Lorraine Varipapa, Vice- 
President; and Irene Miller, Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer. Again, Mrs. Far- 
den is the adviser and coach, and 
Dorothy Smethurst is the assistant 
coach. It has been announced that 
the club members will indulge in in¬ 
tergrade competition. Membership 
is open only to girls from the fifth 
to the eighth divisions. 

Swimming Club 

For good healthy bodies Hygiene 
teachers recommend membership in 
the Swimming Club. Meetings are 
held every Saturday morning. A few 
meetings have already taken place, 
with Mrs. Farden advising this club 
also. A goal for the club is a pos¬ 
sible water show to be presented at 
the end of the term. 

French Club 

Miss Parks is taking the place of 
Miss Matthey as faculty adviser of 
the French Club. The meetings now 
open with the reciting of the Pledge 
of Allegiance in French. New mem¬ 
bers were initiated into the club on 
Wednesday, March 19. 


Graduates Active 
In Various Fields 

-o- 

Anna Strizhak, class of January 
’41, was recently the subject of a 
feature article in the New York 
Times because of the fact that she 
is the youngest student at Brooklyn 
College! At fifteen, Anna is ma¬ 
joring in social work and is a mem¬ 
ber of Hillel, a social organization 
at the college. Another Girls’ High 
School representative at Brooklyn 
College is our own Yetta Rabino- 
witz, last term’s Business Manager 
for the Record. Yetta is specializ¬ 
ing in Art, and in the true Girls’ 
High spirit, is already running for 
Secretary-Treasurer of the freshmen 
class. Concetta Alba, lucky winner 
of a scholarship last term, is major¬ 
ing in music at the Manhattanville 
College of the Sacred Heart. 

Beatrice Mandel, a sage graduate 
of last term, admonishes all of us 
to “Study your economics. You 
have no idea how helpful it is in 
college.” Beatrice is attending New 
York University and is majoring in 
Business Ad Education. She is a 
member of the Business Student 
Forum and the Tryads, an advertis¬ 
ing club. Barbara Lesko, class of 
January ’41, is a student at the very 
exclusive and expensive Berkley Jun¬ 
ior College. Advertising is her ma¬ 
jor. Dickie Darrah, class of Janu- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Debating Society 

Mrs. Gradstein, the adviser of the 
Dresser Debating Society, recently 
announced that Helen Pashin is 
President, Mollie A. Gambardella is 
Vice-President, Helen Sczech is Sec¬ 
retary, and Evelyn Brevda is Pub¬ 
licity Manager. This term there will 
be a discussion with Alexander Ham¬ 
ilton and Boys’ High School. All 
girls interested in Current Events 
are requested to apply for member¬ 
ship. 


44 Rataplan ” Victor 
In Stunts Contest 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Lovette, and the pianist, Claire Son- 
nenberg. 

The other girls responsible for the 
success of this Stunt were: Shirley 
Epstein. Anita Sloves, Theresa Ho¬ 
gan, Alfreda Wasicka, and Sarah 
Krapko. 

Equally amusing was “The Return 
of The Native” or “Give it Back 
to The Indians,” which was written 
by M. Carpenter, V. Caulfield, M. 
Glading, M. Green, J. Messite, L. 
Nestle, and M. Seldin, and was di¬ 
rected by J. Manfrin. This little 
ditty featured such famous charac¬ 
ters as (profile) Marrymore, Katty 
(really!) Did, (My Day) Squaw 
Ellie, Chief Bill Lend-Lease, Chief 
C. I. O., and Pocahontas (ASCAP- 
B.M.I.—“When The Moon Comes 
Over The Mountain”) Smith. 

The third-prize winning stunt, en¬ 
titled “Manhattan Serenade”, was 
written by Audrey Flaum and Flor¬ 
ence Ditchek, and was directed by 
Audrey Flaum. The first scene took 
the audience inside a subway train 
where they enjoyed the antics of the 
“crowd”. The second took place on 
Delancey Street, which was the cen¬ 
ter of interest of a (slightly de¬ 
mented) soap box orator, an Italian 
peddler, a Jewish bargainer, and an 
embryo Tarzan. 

The other contributions to the eve¬ 
ning’s entertainment were “The 
Bride’s First Dinner”, given by Di¬ 
vision 1 and 2, “My Darling Nellie 
Gray,” by Division 3 of the Annex, 
and “School Days,” by Division 3 of 
the Main Building. Division 4 pre¬ 
sented “In The Gloaming”, while Di¬ 
vision 5 put on “I’ve Been Working 
On The Railroad”, and Division 7 
gave a very good interpretation of 
“Home Sweet Home”. 

-o- 

G.H.S. Represented 
At Press Convention 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Columns, Modem Trends in School 
Publications, Building Up Circula¬ 
tion, Interviews, Headlines, etc. 
Clinics were also open on Thursday, 
where publications were literally 
“torn apart”, criticized, and offered 
suggestions for improvement. One 
of the high spots of Friday’s pro¬ 
gram was the convention picture 
taken on the steps of the Low Mem¬ 
orial Library, one of the historic 
buildings of Columbia University. 

Editors Lead Discussions 

Saturday morning was devoted to 
Round Table discussions, conducted 
by student journalists representing 
many high schools. Our own Editor- 
in-Chief and Managing-Editor of the 
Record were student leaders for two 
of these meetings. Mollie Gambar¬ 
della conducted a discussion of “How 
to Get the Staff to Meet the Dead¬ 
line”, while Beatrice Shapey’s topic 
for her Round Table Meeting was 
“Headlines—Important Feature in a 
Newspaper.” 

Luncheon at Hotel Commodore 

On Saturday afternoon, the climax 
of the three-day convention was 
reached, with the luncheon held in 
the Banquet Hall of the Hotel Com¬ 
modore in New York, at which gold 
keys and special contest awards were 
distributed. The* guest speakers at 
the luncheon were His Excellency, 
Hjalmar Procope, Minister of Fin¬ 
land, whose topic was “A Free Press 
in a Free World,” and Peter C. 
Rhodes, formerly foreign correspon¬ 
dent of the United Press, who de¬ 
scribed his experiences during one 
of his most memorable assignments, 



A & S Opens Teen-Age Shop 

For the convenience of all girls 
of high school age, Abraham and 
Straus has organized a new teen¬ 
age shop. Sports, dress, and evening 
clothes are featured at reasonable 
prices, and the styles are guaranteed 
to suit all tastes. 

A cleverly cut gabardine skirt and 
middy-top blouse are perfect for rol¬ 
ler-skating and hiking. Whether in 
beige, navy, brown, pink, green, this 
outfit is a welcome addition to the 
spring wardrobe. The box skirt is 
$3.98, and the blouse $2.98. 

April Showers 

April Showers may bring May flow¬ 
ers, but to girls who wish to keep 
themselves attractive, wet weather is 
beauty-wrecking. Saks 5th Avenue of¬ 
fers a solution to this beauty problem. 
An ensign’s stormy-weather coat (eq¬ 
ually useful when the sun shines 
through) processed white cotton gar- 
bardine with brightwork buttons, at 
$12.95, will brighten up April’s 
gloomy days. 

Suits Scoop Spring Spotlight 

At Saks 34th Street, a pinwale 
corduroy jacket with a set-in draw¬ 
string belt, $3.98, and a matching 
corduroy skirt with a kick-pleat 
front and back, $2.98, scoops all 
the new Spring specialties. 

Knit Two—Purl Two 

The entire country has been bitten 
by the ‘knit bug." Some needles are 
clicking for the bundles to Britain; 
and others are fashioning attractive 
sweaters for sport, dress, and eve¬ 
ning wear. Almost every outfit cam 
be enlivened by a bright sweater, 
chicly styled. For cool Spring days, 
heavy-knit jumbo jackets will come 
in handy. 

Model In Our Midst 


Although you may be unaware of 
it, we have a budding model in our 
midst. This model-to-be is Betty 
Soah of Division 4. Betty, a stu¬ 
dent of Miss Kessler’s clothing class, 
started her course by modeling in a 
fashion show given by the Simplic¬ 
ity Pattern Company at Loeser’s De¬ 
partment Store. Because of her ex¬ 
cellent work, her services were re¬ 
quested again at a fashion show 
given at P. S. 5 for a Parents- 
Teachers meeting. The Pattern 
Company showed their appreciation 
of her modeling by sending her a 
lovely gold pin as a reward. 

Dr. Key es Recalls 
Days of Yesteryear 

(Continued from Page 2) 

recess by walking more than two 
abreast. 

As for the courses offered then, 
they were not as varied as they are 
today—there were three courses, four 
years language, three years English, 
and a two-year commercial course. 
As to curriculum, the problem of 
changing from street attire to a 
gym suit—all in a twinkling—was 
not one of the girls’ worries, for 
gym was not a required subject! 

However, in spite of these minor 
changes, Dr. Keyes finds that the 
spirit, conscientious attitude, and 
friendliness of the girls at Girls’ 
High School has basically remained 
the same. 


the Battle of Narvick. 

The three publications entered in 
the Columbia Press contest from 
Girls’ High rated as follows: The 
Blue and Gold and Test Tube were 
awarded second place in their re¬ 
spective fields of journalism; the 
Record received third place among 
newspapers. 
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THE RECORD 


April 1, 1941 


Beautiful Site Chosen For New 
Girls High School Building 

Girls’ High and Boys High To Be Housed In Modernized 
Schoolhouse Near Ebbets Field 


Teachers Decide To 
Abolish Homework 

The result of a long and heated 
debate by the faculty of G. H. S. 
definitely confirmed the rumor that 
no more homework will be given. 
One of the factors influencing this 
decision was a petition signed and 
submitted by anaemic students com¬ 
plaining of overwork. The teachers, 
fearing an epidemic of brain fever, 
have finally agreed to the demands 
of the majority of girls. The leader 
of the “No More Homework Move- 
ment” was our own April Booba. 
-o- 

F ashiqnShowJunel 3 

The semi-annual fashion show, pre¬ 
sented by the Clothing classes of 
the Home Economics Department, is 
scheduled for June 13 this term. Miss 
KossofFs class in Costume Design 
is sketching historical costumes from 
which the fashions of 1941 are de¬ 
signed. The students in Clothing 
classes 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, are draping pat¬ 
terns from these sketches, and the 
costumes will be made from these 
patterns. The work of the clothing 
classes in the department will be 
exhibited. 



This ’n That 

By GLORIA TITLE 


“My poor fellow,” said the old 
lady, “here’s a quarter for you. 
Goodness gracious, it must be dread¬ 
ful to be lame, but just think how 
much worse it would be if you were 
blind.” 

“Yer right, lady,” agreed the beg¬ 
gar, “when I was blind I was al¬ 
ways gettin’ counterfeit money.” 

* * * 

Has anybody heard about the fel¬ 
low who doesn’t have to use tooth 
paste because none of his teeth are 
loose? — Scholastic 

♦ * * 

P.S. He who laughs last is usually 
the dumbest. 

* * * 

Teacher: Can you give me any 
facts of Milton’s life? 

Pupil: He married and wrote 

“Paradise Lost,” and then his wife 
died and he wrote “Paradise Re¬ 
gained.” — M. H., Redlands 

* * * 

Dan: I wonder where the expres¬ 
sion, “Step on it, Kid” originated. 

Abe: Probably when Sir Walter 
Raleigh laid down his cloak for 
Lizzie. — Scholastic 

* ♦ * 

“Why so depressed, Brown?” 

“The horrible cost of living, old 
chap: constant bills for materials, 
paint, and shingling.” 

“What? House?” 

“No. Daughters.” 


Plans are now under way for a 
brand new building which is to 
house both Girls’ High and Boys' 
High. The large, imposing structure 
will be located near Ebbets Field, 
to prevent cutting classes on Ladies’ 
Day. Elevators, escalators, a broad¬ 
casting station, beautiful rest rooms 
and four gyms will be found in the 
building, while tennis courts, frat 
and sorority houses, skating rinks, 
and a bridle path will be found here 
and there on the 200-acre campus. 

For the publications, members of 
the staffs will have their own desks, 
mail-boxes, and a large printing 
room, where they will learn each 
phase of journalism. 

On the roof, there will be an im¬ 
mense swimming pool, with salt wa¬ 
ter, sand, beach-chairs, and some 
sort of landing field. 

Besides all this, we’ll have a huge 
science lab, in which we’ll have mic¬ 
roscopes, telescopes, polariscopes, and 
other scopes. We hope all this is 
within your scope of knowledge. 

P.S. By the time we get this 
new building, we’ll all have rocket 
ships, and excursions to the moon. 
-o- 

Graduates Active 
In Various Fields 

(Continued from Page 3) 
ary ’41, is attending the Dental- 
Assistants Training Institute. At 
present, she is being tutored in x- 
ray technique and by the middle of 
April, she expects to be interned in 
a hospital. Two of last term’s 
graduates are preparing themselves 
for a business career. They are 
Mildred Boss, who is a student at 
Eastern Secretarial School, and Bet¬ 
ty Ann Low, who is attending Pack¬ 
ard Business College. Sabina Let- 
tieri, class of January ’41, expects 
to enter St. Catherine’s Nurses Train¬ 
ing School in September, and Muriel 
Messite, also of the class of Janu¬ 
ary ’41, will go to Pratt in Septem¬ 
ber to major in Costume Illustration 
and Stage Design. Madeline Ward, 
class of June ’40, is an employee in 
the mimeographing section of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com¬ 
pany. 

Gene Hornstein, class of June ’38, 
scholarship winner to Cornell Uni¬ 
versity, is a pre-medical student. 
She is a member of the Cornell Ra¬ 
dio Guild, member of the Aescula- 
pins (Women’s Pre-Medical Club); 
member of the Public Affairs Com¬ 
mittee of the Cornell United Reli¬ 
gious Work; and finally, she is on 
the Editorial Staff of the Hillel Re¬ 
view. This is a newspaper which is 
put out by Hillel, the Jewish student 
organization. 

Marion Pratt, class of June ’36, 
graduated from Barnard College on 
her G. H. S. scholarship and is now 
working in the auditing department 
of the Liberty M utual Insurance Co. 

Joe’s Luncheonette 


was the scene of a record-break¬ 
ing crowd on Stunts’ nights. 
Everyone there had a swell time 
because of the fine, friendly at¬ 
mosphere, and healthful, whole¬ 
some foods which were served 
there. Have you eaten in Joe’s? 
Well, now’s the time to get ac¬ 
quainted with Joe’s Luncheonette. 
Your L. L. booklets give you a 
reduction at Joe’s on Mondays 
and Fridays. 


Fanny Fake Offers 

Helpful Hints 

Dear Fanny Fake: 

One day I introduced my best beau 
to my dearest girl friend. The next 
thing I knew, I was left in the cold 
by my beau, and my girl friend 
had filled my shoes. I dare not ask 
my girl friend to return my beau to 
me because she will be angry with 
me and will no longer allow me to 
copy her Geometry homework. What 
shall I do? 

Desperate Dot 

Dear Dot: 

You yourself must make the 
choice: “to be or not to be”—to be 
flunking, or passing and suffering. In 
order to help you find your way out 
of this predicament, I suggest that 
you send a self-addressed envelope, 
and I shall send you my booklet en¬ 
titled The Square Root To Love !— 
also known under the title How To 
Have Your Cake And Eat It Too. 


Dxar Advisxr: 

Wat must i do? 

I’vx bxxn laming how to typx 
sincx i was a littlx tykx of twxlvx 
yxars. Somxhow i fxxl that somx- 
thing is wrong. Can you hxlp mx? 

Pxrplxxxd! I 

Dear Perplexed, 

You can not use my aid. What 
you need, my poor bewildered child, 
is a new typewriter. 

Fanny Fake 


P. M. Parade 

By LILA NISSELSON 


Junior Arista Candidates 

On March twentieth, the Junior 
Arista candidates from the Annex 
gave two-minute speeches. These 
talks were intended to show the old 
members something about the candi¬ 
dates’ character. They could be on 
any topic the girls chose. As a 
result, the speeches were on topics 
ranging from collies to Mozart. 

* * * 

Mr. Gallinger wants all verbs that 
are conjugated in his class to be 
recited with blitzkrieg rapidity. 

* * * 

What female teacher’s hobby seems 
to be boosting the Record? 

* * * 

Hobby Horses 

Some girls have rather curious 
hobbies. The girl who probably 
would ride the farthest on the hobby 
horse has eating for a hobby. 

Gilda Gentile’s hobby is collecting 
pictures of Errol Flynn. She boasts 
of having scrapbooks filled to the 
brim with pictures of her hero. She 
also has a life-sized picture of him 
for which most girls would give 
their eye-teeth. 

Another girl collects ticket stubs 
and pins. Mary Mobley collects 
match-covers. 

* * * 

Fowl Business 

When walking through the hall 
with a stuffed crow, Renee Fried- 
berg was bombarded with questions. 
Upon investigation, we found that 
this eerie creature was being used 
in a dramatization of Edgar Allen 
Poe’s poem, The Raven . “Who knows 
the difference between a crow and 
a raven anyway?” she queried. 



Plans Arranged For 
Dance With B.H.S. 


We are happy to announce that 
our school has plans under way for a 
mid-term prom which will take place 
on April 31, 1941, at the Hotel St. 
George. 

Arrangements have been made with 
the hotel so that if too many girls 
apply for reservations, the pool will 
be drained to supply more dancing 
space. You need not worry about 
escorts, since members of the Boys’ 
High student body will be handed 
out as door prizes. Admission is 
free; you pay as you pass out. To 
be eligible for the door prizes, you 
must wear gowns of sky-blue pink. 
Dress is optional; you must come 
formal. 

Von Ludwig Von and his “Swing- 
eroos” will supply the music for 
your dancing feet. Tickets will be 
on sale in Room K every day ex¬ 
cept Monday through Sunday. See 
you then—hm—m—m—dum —dee — 
dum—thirty days hath September— 
dum—dee—dum! 


Annex Dotes 

By FLORENCE DITCHEK 


It was a great day for Grade 1 
when the competition between Di¬ 
vision 1 and 2 took place to decide 
which one should take part in the 
“Stunts.” The 2’s had a charming 
story which was presented at the 
Annex assembly, and the l’s had an 
original play which was presented 
at the Main Building in the “Stunt” 
contest. No Grade 1 has won a prize 
in the “Stunts” for a great many 
years. Now, Grade 1 has again come 
home (to the annex) with flying 
colors, with the third prize. The 
competition was really keen, so we’re 
not prejudiced when we say our 
“Stunt” was really good. 

The Latin students have formed a 
club under the leadership of Miss 
Porter. Best of luck! 

Several science students have dis¬ 
cussed a science club, but the lack 
of material has caused them to post¬ 
pone their plans. Perhaps some 
day—? 

The Kneat Knitting Club has made 
startling progress. 

Confidentially — we’re not great 
knitters, but even we can appreciate 
the beauty of the afghans. 

* * * * 

How’s This For An Admonition? 

Do not discharge globular drops 
of saline liquid from the lacrymal 
glands because of capsized lactic 
fluid. 




By MARION SELDIN 
What amusing experience have you 
ever had on April first? 

Edith Byer, 5-3, 308 

R-R-Ring. R-R-Ring. I asked my 
brother to kindly answer the phone. 
Mumbling he replied, “Very busy.” 
I walked to the telephone shuffling 
my feet and grumbling angrily. The 
voice on the other end said, “Hello, 
is this JE. 3-4429? This is the ‘Pot 
of Gold’ Program, and I’m happy 
to announce that you’re the lucky 
winner of $1000.” I was immediate¬ 
ly vicariously traveling in France, 
Italy, and so on. Then two spoken 
words burned the wires of the tele¬ 
phone—April Fool! 

Helen Vechor, 7-6, 220 

At about eight in the evening, my 
uncle told me to wait in his car out¬ 
side, and we would visit my aunt. 
I did so, and settled myself com¬ 
fortably in the corner of the seat. 
After five minutes had elapsed, an 
elderly woman approached and en¬ 
tered the car. I voiced my indigna¬ 
tion. Remarks flew back and forth 
until finally, after seeing her driver’s 
license, I was shamefully convinced 
of the truth. Upon entering the 
house, extremely disconcerted, I 
found my uncle standing at the 
window, laughing heartily. It was 
an April Fool Joke. 

Selma Neumann, 7-1, 219 

On April first, I was invited by 
a friend to a “Hobo Party”, and was 
told to come dressed as a hobo. An¬ 
ticipating the fun I would have at 
such a party, I made my costume 
so tattered and shabby that a boma 
fide member of the hobo profession 
would have scorned to wear it. But, 
to my great surprise and embarrass¬ 
ment, when I entered the room where 
the guests had gathered, I saw that 
all were dressed in their best, and 
there I was—a hobo! 

Mildred Carpenter, 8-1, 313 

I had to deliver a package in a 
high school building that was un¬ 
usually high. At the entrance to 
the building I inquired of a boy 
where the gym was located. He in¬ 
structed me to take the elevator to 
the ninth floor. I entered the car 
and watched the floors whiz by. It 
stopped at the eighth floor, but since 
my directions said the NINTH floor, 
I remained in the car. But the eleva¬ 
tor man refused to go. I protested, 
arguing that there was no reason for 
not going one flight more. Finally, 
he said with a smile, “Sorry, Miss, 
one more floor and you’d be well 
on your way to heaven. There are 
only eight floors in this building.” 
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